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For three successive years Henry encamped under
the walls of Eome, while the Pope within those im-
pregnable walls, which the Germans did not venture at
first even to attempt to storm, held him at defiance,
and all this time the Komans, for once, main-
tained their fidelity.    The wealth of Matilda,     ay'108L
it is said, assisted in securing their loyalty.

Year after year, summer, by its intolerable heats,
and by the sickness, which constantly spread ^^ years,
among the German troops, relieved the Pope j^e'7 logl
and his city from the presence of his enemies. Christmas,
In the first year the army broke up in the ESterto
beginning of July;   the nest the siege or lieL
blockade lasted no longer than Easter.    In 1083-
the third Henry lay encamped against the Leonine city,
on the right bank of the Tiber, from Christmas to the
beginning of June.    All his attempts to storm the city
or to make a practicable breach in the walls had been
in vain.    An accident made him master of this part of
Eome.     While both parties were in profound repose,
two followers of the Archbishop of Milan stole under a
part of the walls which had been slightly broken.   They
climbed up, found the sentinels asleep, killed them, got
possession of a tower, and made a signal to the royal
army, which advanced rapidly to their support.    The
Leonine city was thus lost; but the Pope threw
himself into the castle of St. Angelo, and the
whole of Eome on the left bank of the Tiber still defied
the enemy.0

The Eomans at length grew weary of enduring the
miseries of a siege; there seemed no hope of speedy
relief from the Normans. The resources of Gregory,
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